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Old school, timeless lesson 


This school sat on the hill overlooking the town of north of where the scaling station now sits on 
Lake Creek. The school was relocated farther north Oregon 140. For more about one-room schools in the 
after the road was rerouted up on the “desert,” Lake Creek area, see page 7. 
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society seeks building 


to display artifacts e 


We could use a little more 
space for our displays. 

The Society has had a lot of 
interest from people who would 
like to donate historical items if 
there was a place for them. We 
have only a few display cases in 
the Pioneer Hall, and these 
cannot accommodate all the 
materials available in a perma- 
nent display. 

The Society is exploring the 
possibility of acquiring a build- 


ing which could be moved and 
placed next to the Charley Cabin 
near the Lake Creek Pioneer 
Hall. 

One possibility is the old log 
Hostettler house on South Fork 
Little Butte Creek Road near 
Deer Creek Road. The owners 
will let us know next summer if 
that is an option. If you have any 
suggestions for a possible struc- 
ture, please contact the Society at 
826-1513. 


Monthly Meetings 


Lake Creek Learning Center, third Tuesday, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Lake Creek Historical Society, third Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
Lake Creek Rural Fire District, fourth Thursday, 5 p.m. 


Annual Events 


June: Fifth Annual Art Show 


August: 


Seventh Annual Doll Show 


September: Lake Creek Rural Fire District Annual 


Fundraiser BBQ 


For as little as $5 a year 
Membership in the 
Lake Creek Historical Society 
Is a great gift any time of year! 
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Thanks to member support, the 
eSociety continues to be dynamic 


The Lake Creek Historical 
Society’s Board of Directors 
wishes you a Happy New Year. 
May 1999 be peaceful and happy 
for you all! 

Our thanks to all of you who 
have continued your member- 
ship and support of the Society. 
We presently have 105 members! 
A welcome to our new members 
that have joined in 1998. Your 
memberships help defray some 
of the costs of keeping the Soci- 
ety operational and the Lake 


Society activities and events. 
Among the activities on tap in 
the coming year are: 

—continuing to add to our 
collection of oral histories project, 

—continued work on the 
Glenn Jackson Biography, 

—serving as stewards of the 
Lost Creek Covered Bridge, 

—maintaining the Charley 
Cabin exhibit, 

—continuing a video project 
on Lake Creek, 

—a video project on Cattle- 


August. 

We look forward to present- 
ing the community with fun, 
interesting and historical activi- 
ties. 

If you have ideas, questions 
or suggestions, please let us 
know. You are always welcome 
to Historical Society board 
meetings, which are at 6:30 p.m. 
on the third Thursday of each 
month in Pioneer Hall. If you 
need to reach us by phone the 
number is 826-1513, and now 


Creek Pioneer Hall open. But calling, you can also reach us by fax and 
most of all, they show your —the annual art show in email. The fax number is 826- 
support. Without members we June, and 2163 and the email address is 


would not be an Historical —the annual doll show in <lakecrk@internetcds.com>. 
Society. Your support is instru- 
oun in helping us obtain 
grants for our ongoing Oral 
Histories project, Jackson Biogra- 
phy project and yearly exhibits. 
This last year we again had 
great turnouts for the sixth 
annual Doll Show. It’s a wonder- 
ful exhibit and thanks to Maxine 
Jackson, Linda Sutton and their 
crew, it is always a magical 
event. 
Another huge success in 1998 


was the Third Annual Art Show, 
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The Lake Creek Letteris published biannu- 
ally by the Lake Creek Historical Society and 
distributed to members and others as de- 


We are happy to consider queries and con- 
tributions. All material must be submitted 
with the writer’s name, address and tele- 
phone. We cannot return material submit- 


signed by the Board of Directors. Subscrip- 


which included another special 
event, a cow-calling exhibition. 


See 
4-6. 


article and pictures on pages 


The Charley Cabin has been 


outfitted, and is a wonderful 
display to visit. 


In 1999 we will have plenty 


to keep us busy — and we 
@ welcome your participation in 


tion is free with membership. Single issues 
and back copies are available for $1 each. 
Copyright © 1994 by the Lake Creek His- 
torical Society. No part of this publication 
may be reprinted without written permission 
from the Society. 


Address all editorial communications to: 
Lake Creek Letter, c/o Lake Creek 
Historical Society, 1739 South Fork Little 
Butte Creek Road, Eagle Point, Oregon 
97524. 


ted unless a postage paid return envelope 
is included. The Lake Creek Historical So- 


ciety will take care with all materials sub- 
mitted, but cannot be responsible for loss 
or damage. 


Postmaster: Lake Creek Historical Soci- 
ety special bulk mailing privileges were ap- 
proved January 29, 1991, with authoriza- 
tion to mail at the special bulk rates at Eagle 
Point, Oregon 97524. Authorization No. 
0490979-TGG. 
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Basking under sunshine and blue skies, friends and neighbors gather on the grassy area between the Charley 
cabin and Pioneer Hall to enjoy a cow calling demonstration. The event was part of the annual art show. 


LAKE CREEK REVERBERATES Wits COW CALLS 


By Mark Flint 

June 20 was a perfect afternoon, the kind of 
warm summer day that makes the lush green of 
Lake Creek sparkle, and the waters of Little Butte 
Creek seem to dance with childlike abandon. 

Inside Pioneer Hall, visitors admired the 
western art of Teresa Schleigh, the photographs of 
Jeannie Bruce, the texture and color of Bill Kane’s 
twisted horsehair ropes, dollmaker Linda Sutton’s 
creations and the beadwork of Donetta Perry. They 
looked in awe at the braided rawhide riatas and 
reins of Mary Fields, and wistfully touched the 
saddles and tack, some of it dating back to the turn 
of the century, on display courtesy of local ranch- 
ers. 
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| 
The cow calling had begun, and the hills 
began to ring with sounds the 
uninitiated might think came from a 
cross between a timber wolf and a 
banshee 


Outside, old-timers and newcomers, old 
friends and friendly strangers gathered on the 
grass, relaxed and enjoyed the music of Mike 
Boren, James Peter and Jason Johnston. 
Cowboy gear was on display inside Pioneer Hall. Continued on page 5% 
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p Continued from page 4 

® Around 2 p.m., the afternoon 
took a decidedly more boisterous 
tone. The cow calling had begun, 
and the hills began to ring with 
sounds the uninitiated might 
think came from a cross between 
a timber wolf and a banshee. 
Among the highlights: 

—Greg Walch, long known 
for the volume and tone of his 
voice, prefaced his call with a 
couple of tales, including the 
time his calls carried so far that 
cattle broke through three fences 
to get to where he was feeding 
hay for Eddie Piele. 


Gordon's yell, clear and 
distinct, was the 
@ quintessential cow call. 


When Greg let loose it was 
clear that he may have lost a step 
since his childhood days, but his 
voice still has plenty of reach. 

—Gordon Stanley explained 
the purpose of the calls, and how 
they were an important tool for 
cattlemen in the area. Gordon’s 
yell, clear and distinct, was the 
quintessential cow call. 

—Shirley Stone matched 
cousin Greg decibel for decibel, 
and had the hillsides ringing as 
she gave the call taught her by 
her father, John Walch. 

—Eddie Piele cracked his 


whip and blew on his horn, 
Continued on page 6 


PHOTOS BY RON WALCH 


Local Western artist Teresa Schleigh, above, one of the organizers of the 
cow calling event, accepts a compliment on her paintings. Schleigh, who 
has been a consistent exhibitor with the art show, has seen her work 
grow in stature from local acclaim to national recognition. 


Eunice Harrison (Pech), below, takes a closer look at the old-time 
saddles on display. A Lake Creek native, Harrison put plenty of hours in 
on gear like this riding the range. 
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Cow calling 


Continued from page 5 

which was used by some old- 
timers who couldn’t or wouldn't 
use their vocal cords. 

—Dan Schleigh gave another 
use for the cattle call: if you came 
in the gate to the Schleigh place 
after dark your call would 
identify you, and avoid the 
likelihood of getting shot by 
Teresa, whose steady hand and 
good eyes not only make her a 
top western artist, but a more 
than fair markswoman as well. 

—Darrell Aschbacher, who 
migrated to Lake Creek in the 
‘70s from Prineville, added his 
own touch, borne of his Swiss 
heritage, to the cow call, ending 
it with a long yodel. 


| 
The Society is working on 
a videotape that will 
include footage from last 
summer's event as well as 


cow calling at work in the 
hills 


If you missed the cow calling, 
you still may get to see it. The 
Society is working on a video- 
tape that will include footage 
from last summer's event as well 
as cow calling at work in the 
hills. Local cattlemen also have 
been interviewed for the video. 

Cow calling has long been a 
part of the ranch life of Lake 
Creek, as cattlemen figured it 
made more sense to make the 
cattle come to them than to 
spend hours chasing them down. 


Dan Schleigh gives a potentially 
life-saving yell. 


Salt-hungry cows were condi- 
tioned to associate the calls with 
a handout of salt. 

The calls also served as 
communication among riders on 
the range, especially among 
cattlemen who knew each other 
pretty well. A rider could tell by 
the tone of a call if the other guy 
could use some help. 

Today, the hills rarely echo 


Greg Walch enjoys a good story 
before exercising his lungs. 


with cattle calls. Fewer cattle are 
on the range, and most of those 
are transported by truck. Years 
ago the Forest Service decided to 
use salt blocks as a way of yy 
moving cattle around on the 
range, so the allure of hand-held 
salt no longer worked. 

But with events like the cattle 
calling, and the video, the tradi- 
tion will stay alive. 


Visitors flock to the booth of photographer Jeannie Bruce, above. 
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They weren’t fancy, but one-room 
eschools worked pretty well 


EDITOR'S NOTE: This article is 
comprised primarily of information 
given during oral history interviews 
taken by the Lake Creek Historical 
Society. Because of the story's length 
it will be run in two parts. Part 2 
will be published in the Spring 
netusletter. 


By Mark Flint 

Sometimes progress comes 
by taking a step backwards. 
Educators today are “discover- 
ing” that children do better when 
they have smaller class sizes, 
that the continuity of going up 
through the grades with a single 
teacher instead of changing 
every year can be very beneficial, 

@ and that mixed grades in the 
same room can help kids who 
learn slower or faster than 
average. 

In other words, the old one- 
room school wasn’t so bad after 
all. 

Schools began popping up in 
rural areas of Jackson County 
soon after the great migration of 
1853, and enrollment statistics 


for those early days show the old 
Lake Creek School District, In this undated photo, a small group of students stands in front of the 
whichithen: hacetweennim bem ls Lake Creek School on the desert. 


ranged from 50-79 students in 
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the late 1860s. In those early merely a structure of some carried in by busy feet ground 
days, one-room schools were, primitive sort and practically them down smooth except where 
according to Clarence Davies, always with one room only. knots resisted and yielded a 
author of “History of Eagle Point Windows were none too ample, raised pattern. Floor oils were 
School District, 1857-1967,” and artificial lighting for day use not used until about the second 
pretty primitive affairs. was unknown. The floors were decade of the 1900s, and then 
“...in the 1880s, except in the either of rough sawed boards or came floor seal; but most of the 
@ larger centers, a school was hewed logs. The mud and dirt Continued on page 8 
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In 1912, 21 students posed for a school photo. Standing from left are Emmit Klingle, Audley Meyer, Henry Meyer 
and Celia McAlister. Continuing in the back row are Simon McAllister, Rosella Gardener, Cecil Culbertson, Mabel 
Culbertson, Bennet Gardener and Jim McAllister. In the second row, from the left, are Vern Meyer, George 
Klingle, and Blanch Burleson. The next boy is believed to be Irving Frey. The two girls on the right are Beatrice 
Gardener and Elva McAllister. Seated in front are Frank Klingle, Raphael Gardener and Loren Albertson. The boy 
peeking over Blanch’s shoulder is Otto Meyer. 


Early schools were pretty primitive affairs 


Continued from page 7 

little rural schools had been 
closed out before this improve- 
ment appeared. ... 

“The early buildings were no 
palatial affairs and were gener- 
ally so small that students were 
packed in after the manner of 
sardines in a can. If a building 
should burn down or blow over 
in a storm, it was no great mat- 
ter, and if its location proved 
undesirable, it might be placed 
on skids and moved.” 

Desks were homemade until 
after the turn of the century, 
Davies noted, and heating came 
from an enormous drum in one 


corner. During the worst of 
winter, however, the schools 
stood silent. 

“...school was rarely held in 
the colder part of the year,” 
Davies wrote. “There were 
usually two terms of three 
months each, one in the fall and 
one in the spring. This was 
necessary since the soil through- 
out the area is a gumbo and is 
commonly referred to as sticky, 
and when softened by the winter 
rains is difficult indeed to 
traverse.” 

Eagle Point resident Helen 
Barrow, who was born in 1920, 
attended a one-room school in 


Lake Creek. 

Helen Barrow, whose father 
drove her to school when the 
weather was bad, recalled a 
personal experience with the 
mud in Lake Creek. Her father 
would drop her and her brother 
off in the morning and pick them 
up in the afternoon. 

“The first year I went to 
school the weather was really 
quite bad,” she said. “I remem- 
ber a muddy slick spot where all 
of a sudden the car did a beauti- 
ful whirl-around.” 

Her father decided maybe 
they didn’t need to go to school 

Continued on page 9 & 
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Local school politics were pretty similar 


Continued from page 8 
that badly, so their schooling that 
year was cut to about five 
months. 

The early school districts 
changed with the population, 
and with local politics as well. 
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wallow in the yard.’ 


Official district boundaries meant 
nothing to parents, Davies wrote. 


“...district lines were com- 
pletely ignored by students. A 


@® child in one district might be 


found attending in another if the 
school building in the latter 
district were closer or more 
accessible, or if the student had 
some difficulty with the teacher 
in his own district, or if he liked 
the teacher in the outlying 
district better. Tuition was not 
thought of; and movement 
between schools was controlled, 
not by boundaries, but by cir- 
cumstances and preferences. A 
change in the location of the 
school house might cause an 
entire group of children to shift 
their patronage. School houses 
were easy to build and were 
often placed on skids and moved 
elsewhere.” 

Students in those days found 
distractions that won't be found 
in a modern building. Davies 
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‘The cracks in the floor were ample 
and there were times when the fleas 
from the hogs drifted up through 
those cracks and infested the 
children above. There was also a hog 


related the story told him by 
Lottie Brown VanScoy of the old 
Eagle Point School: 

“The building was elevated 
enough so that the hogs could 
crawl under during the hot 
weather to enjoy the shade. The 
cracks in the floor 
were ample and 
there were times 
when the fleas from 
the hogs drifted up 
through those cracks 
and infested the 
children above. There 
was also a hog 
wallow in the yard.” 

As now, not all 
was sweetness and light in the 
school district. Davies’ research 
uncovered the following dispute 
over a teacher’s methods in 1893: 

“A.L. Hazelton was teaching 
at that time and no doubt had far 
more students than one instruc- 
tor could handle. Petitions were 
filed with Pat Daley, county 
superintendent, to 
have Hazelton 
removed. One 
petition sets forth 
his failure to hear 
some small chil- 
dren recite a single 
time in three or 
four days; another 


maintains that he 
often had older children hear the 


lessons of the younger ones; still 
another complains that he would 
leave his students unattended 
while he went out for a smoke or 
a chew; and one letter charges 
him with being an ungodly man 
because he failed to hear prayers 
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or read from the Bible every day. 

“The school board appears to 
have remained loyal to Mr. 
Hazelton, but he ended the 
matter by resigning. What is 
remarkable about the whole 
affair is that this teacher seems to 
have been highly regarded 
throughout the whole area, for 
he taught in many of the neigh- 
boring schools both before and 
after. ... Moreover, if one talks to 
the old timers who were students 
under his tutoring, they will 
speak very highly of him.” 

Over the years, roads im- 
proved and school buildings 
were a little better constructed, 
but the one-room school re- 
mained a fundamental part of 
the rural communities of Jackson 
County through the Depression 
years and after. 

A number of schools opened 
their doors in the Lake Creek 
area, but only three lasted any 
significant length of time: Lake 


| 
‘another (petition) complains that he 


would leave his students unattended 
while he went out for a smoke ora 
chew; and one letter charges him with 
being an ungodly man...’ 


Creek School on “the desert,” 
north of where the scaling station 
now sits on Oregon 140; the 
South Fork School at Lost Creek; 
and the Butte Creek School, at 
Oregon 140 close to the road 
leading to Perry’s Arena. 
Continued on page 10 
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The first school on the South Fork at Lost Creek. 


Students remember Julia Sidley fondly 


Continued from page 9 

The Lake Creek School 
originally had been located on 
the hill north of Lake Creek, 
overlooking the store, but was 
moved when the road was 
relocated on the desert. 

Helen Barrow not only 
attended the Lake Creek School, 
but later taught in the area, at the 
South Fork School. Her career in 
education, which includes teach- 
ing at Eagle Point and becoming 
the first woman principal in 
Southern Oregon, continues 
today, as she sits on the District 9 
Board of Directors. 

Barrow’s memories of her 
early days as a student are 
happy ones. 

“In the first through seventh 
grade, when they had kids that 
got in their hair and bothered too 
much to keep them occupied, 
they let them do two grades at 
once,” she said with a laugh. “So 


I dispatched that grade school 
business actually about six and a 
half years, because I only went 
half a year the first year and then 
I did the sixth and seventh grade 
in one year — so I was all of 
twelve years old when I went to 
high school. 


SS Se 
‘My dad thought that 
Julia Sidley was the best 
teacher he’d ever seen or 
heard of.’ 

—Buck Walch 


“School was just pure joy, I 
just thought it was wonderful,” 
she added. “I can remember how 
excited I was to go, and it was 
such fun.” 

Barrow said class sizes ran 
from a dozen to 15 students in 
those days. Her teacher most of 
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those years was Julia Sidley, 

whose family had a ranch south- 

east of Lake Creek on what is 

now Cascade Ranches. 7) 

“J don’t ever remember that 
she had to give any very strict 
discipline,” she said. “I don’t 
remember that there were ever 
any kids that were very bad. The 
most obnoxious thing that they 
did was sometimes be ornery to 
the littler ones, but then that has 
gone on since time immemorial.” 

Louis “Buck” Walch and his 
brother Willard went to the 
school on the desert despite not 
living in the district. They 
walked the two miles to the 
school, sometimes in deep mud 
and snow. 

“My dad thought that Julia 
Sidley was the best teacher he’d 
ever seen or heard of,” Buck 
said. “And come high water or 
whatever, he was going to have 

Continued on page 11 
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Good teaching is good teaching, and it can 
@happen as easily in an old one-room school 


Continued from page 10 

his kids go to Julia Sidley, but the 
rest of the board didn’t like it,” 
he said with a laugh.” “Then we 
moved to Butte Creek School.” 

One of Buck’s memories is of 
the school bell. 

“It was a big bell and you 
could hear that for two miles,” 
he said. “Then you started 
running,” he added witha 
laugh. The bell rang 15 minutes 
before school was to start. 

Buck described Sidley as “the 
best teacher in the world,” one 
who was strict but fair. 

“School took up at nine 
o'clock and several times we 
were 15 minutes late and I could 
see Julia Sidley looking out the 
window,” he said witha laugh. 

Barrow fondly recalled Sidley 
reading to the students. 

“She always read to us, 
sometimes once a day, usually 
right after the noon lunch. It was 
always stories that we enjoyed, 
and it was just wonderful to 
listen to. 

“Oddly enough we were 
allowed to call her Julia. We 
never called her Miss Sidley, 
which seemed odd to me, look- 
ing back on it.” 

It was Julia Sidley’s influence 
that led Barrow to her career in 
education. 

“I had decided by the time I 
was a third grader that I would 
be a teacher,” she said. “I had 
that decision all taken care of 


early in life. I’m sure that she 
@..: a great influence on it. 


“She was truly a remarkable 
teacher,” Barrow continued. “I 
probably learned more about 
school teaching from her than 
anyone else. And, in thinking 
back, the things that she used to 
do would be considered excellent 
by today’s standards too, so I 
guess good teaching doesn’t 
change all that much.” 

After a lifetime in education, 
Barrow believes those early 
schoolhouses did a 
lot of things right. 

“We really 
were pretty well 
educated,” she 
recalled. “There’s a 
lot to be said for 
smaller schools. If 
what you were 
supposed to be 
doing got a little 
bit dull and you had it all done, 
you could sit and listen while the 
others recited. If you were in the 
older grades and had missed 
some point, why if you'd just 
perk up your ears and you’d find 
out what was going on when it 
was taught again that year.” 

Lake Creek resident Don 
Grissom, who attended the 
South Fork one-room school, 
agreed. 

“The one-room schoolhouse 
was the way to go because if you 
were behind, you listened to the 
ones in the next grade below 
you,” he said. “If the second 
grade was reciting, everybody 
heard everything and then by 
the same token if the eighth 


grade was reciting and you were 
bored with what you were doing, 
you learned what they would 
learn.” 

While agreeing the classroom 
education was good, Walch said 
the drawback of the small 
schools was a lack of social 
education. 

“Kids learn real fast ina 
school where there’s upper 
grades above them,” he said. 


— eee 


‘She always read to us, sometimes 
once a day, usually right after the 
noon lunch. It was always stories 
that we enjoyed, and it was just 
wonderful to listen to.’ 


—Helen Barrow 


“But, they don’t get enough 
social life. And that’s important 
in this day and age. I think 
probably the greatest experience 
I had was when we left these 
country schools and I went to 
Eagle Point. It was just like 
stepping into another world. I 
mean, here we were, a bunch of 
kids running around amongst 
the trees, chasing one another 
when we wanted to, getting 
down there where kids had a lot 
more experience. Especially the 
kids around town — and it was 
just about as bad as my first day 
in the Army,” he said witha 
laugh. 


Continued next issue 
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